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Black History Timeline

1619

August 20. Twenty Africans arrived in Jamestown, Virginia, aboard a Dutch ship. They were the first blacks to be forcibly settled as involuntary laborers in the North American British Colonies.

1641

Massachusetts was the first colony to legalize slavery by statute.




1664

Maryland was the first state to try to discourage by law the marriage of white women to black men.

1770

March 5. Crispus Attucks, an escaped slave, was among the five victims in the Boston Massacre. He is said to have been the first to fall.




1775

April 19. Free blacks fight with the Minutemen in the initial skirmishes of the Revolutionary War at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts.

1777

July 2. Vermont was the first state to abolish slavery.

December 31. George Washington reversed previous policy and allowed the recruitment of blacks as soldiers. Some 5,000 would participate on the American side before the end of the Revolution.

1787

September. The Constitution of the United States allowed a male slave to count as three-fifths of a man in determining representation in the House of Representatives.

1793

February 12. Congress passed the first Fugitive Slave Law.

March 14. Eli Whitney obtained a patent for his cotton gin, a device that paved the way for the massive expansion of slavery in the South.


1804

January 5. The Ohio legislature passed "Black Laws" designed to restrict the legal rights of free blacks. These laws were part of the trend to increasingly severe restrictions on all blacks in both North and South before the Civil War.

1808

January 1. The federal law prohibiting the importation of African slaves went into effect. It was largely circumvented.




1829

September 20-24. The first National Negro Convention met in Philadelphia.

1831

August 21-22. The Nat Turner revolt ran its course in Southampton County, Virginia.

1839

July. The slaves carried on the Spanish ship, Amistad, took over the vessel and sailed it to Montauk on Long Island. They eventually won their freedom in a case taken to the Supreme Court.


1849

July. Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery. She would return South at least twenty times, leading over 300 slaves to freedom.


1857

March 6. The Dred Scott decision of the Supreme Court denied that blacks were citizens of the United States and denied the power of Congress to restrict slavery in any federal territory.

1862

July 17. Congress allowed the enlistment of blacks in the Union Army. Some black units precede this date, but they were disbanded as unofficial. Some 186,000 blacks served; of these 38,000 died.




1863

January 1. The Emancipation Proclamation freed all slaves in states in rebellion against the United States.

1865

December 18. The Thirteenth Amendment, outlawing slavery, was passed by Congress.




1868

July 28. The Fourteenth Amendment was passed. It made blacks citizens of the United States.


1870

March 30. The Fifteenth Amendment, which outlawed the denial of the right to vote, was ratified.




1875

March 1. Congress passed a Civil Rights Bill which banned discrimination in places of public accommodation. The Supreme Court overturned the bill in 1883.

1896

May 18. In Plessy v. Ferguson the Supreme Court give legal backing to the concept of separate but equal public facilities for blacks.


1905

July 11-13. W. E. B. Du Bois and William Monroe Trotter were among the leaders of the meeting from which sprung the Niagara Movement, the forerunner of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

1922-1929

These are the years usually assigned to the Harlem Renaissance, which marks an epoch in black literature and art.




1925

May 8. A. Philip Randolph organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.


1936

August 9. Jesse Owens won four gold medals at the Summer Olympics in Berlin.


1937

June 22. Joe Louis defeated James J. Braddock to become heavyweight boxing champion of the world.

1942

June. Some blacks and whites organized the Congress of Racial Equality in Chicago. They led a sit-in at a Chicago restaurant.




1947

April 19. Jackie Robinson became the first black to play major league baseball.

1954

May 17. In Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, the Supreme Court completed overturning legal school segregation at all levels.


1955

December 1. Rosa Parks refused to change seats in a Montgomery, Alabama, bus. On December 5 blacks began a boycott of the bus system which continued until shortly after December 13, 1956, when the United States Supreme Court outlawed bus segregation in the city.


1957

August 29. Congress passed the Voting Rights Bill of 1957, the first major civil rights legislation in more than 75 years.




1960

February 1. Sit-ins in Greensboro, North Carolina, initiated a wave of similar protests throughout the South.

1963

April 3. Under the leadership of Martin Luther King, Jr., blacks began a campaign against discrimination in Birmingham.

June-August. Civil rights protests took place in most major urban areas.




1963

August 28. The March on Washington was the largest civil rights demonstration ever. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech.

1964

January 23. The Twenty-fourth Amendment forbade the use of the poll tax to prevent voting.

March 12. Malcolm X announced his split from Elijah Muhammad's Nation of Islam




1965

February 21. Malcolm X assisinated in Harlem by members of the Nation of Islam.


1966

July 1-9. CORE endorsed the concept "Black Power." SNCC also adopted it. SCLC did not and the NAACP emphatically did not.

October. The Black Panther Party was founded by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale in Oakland, California.


1968

April 4. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. In the following week riots occurred in at least 125 places throughout the country.

1969

October 29. The Supreme Court ruled that racial segregation in schools had to end at once and that unitary school systems were required.


1977

February 3. This was the eighth and final night for the miniseries based on Alex Haley's Roots. This final episode achieved the highest ratings ever for a single program.

1983

June 22. The state legislature of Louisiana repealed the last racial classification law in the United States. The criterion for being classified as black was having 1/32nd Negro blood.

November 2. President Ronald Reagan signed the bill establishing January 20 a federal holiday in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.




1986

January 20. The first national Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday was celebrated.


1988

July 20. Jesse L. Jackson received 1,218 delegate votes at the Democratic National Convention. The number needed for the nomination, which went to Michael Dukakis, was 2,082.




1989

August 10. General Colin L. Powell was named chair of the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff.

1990

February 11. Nelson Mandela, South African Black Nationalist, was freed after 27 years in prison.


1992

April 30. "The Cosby Show" broadcast the final original episode of its highly successful eight season run.

August 3. Jackie Joyner-Kersee was the first woman to repeat as Olympic heptathlon champion.

November 3. Carol Moseley Braun of Illinois was the first black woman ever elected to the United States Senate.




1993

October 7. Toni Morrison was the first black American to win the Nobel Prize in Literature.


1995

October 16. The Million Man March was held in Washington D.C. The march was described as a call to black men to take charge in rebuilding their communities and show more respect for themselves and devotion to their families.




1998

January 13. After 13 seasons and six NBA championships, professional basketball star Michael Jordan retired from the game.

2000

July. At Wimbledon, tennis player Venus Williams beats her sister Serena Williams in semifinals and becomes the first black woman to win the women's title since Althea Gibson did it in 1957-58.

December. President-Elect George W. Bush announces the appointment of Colin L. Powell as Secretary of State. 
2002

March 24. Halle Berry becomes the first African-American woman to receive an Academy Award for best actress and Denzel Washington becomes only the second African-American man to win in the best actor category.

2005

Condoleezza Rice becomes the first black woman Secretary of State after her appointment by President George W. Bush

Oprah Winfrey reports a net worth of $1.4 billion, making her the wealthiest woman in show business.

